
A GUIDE FOR RETURNING TO INVERTON 

IN SEPTEMBER FOR YEARS 4, 5 & 6

We cannot wait to see you back in school next week.  Most things will be 
familiar to you but we have had to make some changes to help keep 
children and adults as safe as possible.  This guide will help you be ready 
for the changes and it is important that both children and parents read 
this through.  These changes may seem daunting at first but all the 
children who were in school before the summer, including our nursery 
children managed the changes very well.  We may have to make further 
changes if the government guidance is updated and we will continually 
review our systems to make sure they are working as effectively as 
possible.

What guidance is being followed by schools? 
Government advice says that schools must implement a ‘system of 
controls’.  This is grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection’.  
The key examples of what we will do are:- 
Prevention 
• We will continue to make sure staff and children, who have coronavirus 

symptoms or share a household with someone who does, does not attend 
school. 

• We will continue to have good systems for ensuring thorough and frequent 
cleaning/sanitising of hands. 

• We will continue to use the ‘catch it-bin it-kill it’ approach to coughs and 
sneezes. 

• We will continue to clean frequently touched surfaces more frequently. 
• We will continue to minimise contact between people and maintain social 

distancing where this is possible. 
Response to any infection 
• We will use the NHS Test and Trace process. 
• We will managed confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the school 

community by seeking advice from the local health protection team. 
Our comprehensive risk assessment will be available on the school website. 



What will happen at the start and 
end of the day? 
We will be operating a staggered 
start and end of the day so that 
everyone can arrive safely, have 
time to wash their hands before 
going to class and then be able to 
leave safely.  

To avoid crowding, and to stay safe 
at the gates, you should arrive at 
the stated time for your class.  The 
playground will not be open before 
this time and you will be expected 
to wait in a socially distanced queue 
along the walls indicated on the 
gates. 

Ideally only one parent or carer 
should accompany you to school to 
avoid us having too many people at 
the gate at the same time.   

Parents will not be allowed into the 
playground either at the start or end 
of the day.  We kindly ask parents to 
leave as soon as their child is in the 
playground to reduce crowding at 
the gates. 

A member of staff will be at the 
gates to let you in.  When you go 
into the playground you will be 
directed to either a lining up zone 
(Year 6) or straight to your 
classroom (Years 4&5). Year Class Arrival time Leave time

4 France 9.00am 3.30pm

4 Ghana 8.40am 3.10pm

4 India 8.50am 3.20pm

5 Japan 8.50am 3.20pm

5 Kenya 8.40am 3.10pm

6 Latvia 9.00am 3.30pm

6 Mongolia 8.50am 3.20pm

It is essential that you arrive at the 
correct time and if you are late then 
you will need to go to the main 
entrance. 

At the end of the day everyone will 
be dismissed from the same place. 

If we find this system isn’t working 
then we will look at how we can 
improve it.
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What will children be learning? 
• We will continue our broad and ambitious curriculum but will include 

more Personal, Social, Emotional education to support the return to 
school. 

• We will assess children’s learning early on so that we can teach the 
children from where they are and so that our plan to address any gapes 
in their knowledge and skills is as comprehensive as possible. 

• We will include additional opportunities to reinforce core skills (eg 
reading) across the whole curriculum). 

• As well as prioritising helping all children using our existing resources we 
will use the flexibility offered by the extra government funding too 
(there is not enough information yet as to exactly how this will work). 

• We are timetabling each class to have as much time outdoors as 
possible. 

• We may have to adapt some lessons, for example music so that they are 
COVID-19 secure.   

• We will be writing a contingency plan (in relation to a second spike 
either nationally or locally or for children who need to self-isolate).  
This will spell out how we will provide good quality remote learning in 
the future.

What should you bring to school? 
You must bring your book bag and PE kit as normal.  
On the first day back you will be given a named water 
bottle which you will then be responsible for.  This is 
because the water fountains and cups in the 
classrooms cannot be used.  This must only be used 
for water. 

Please do not bring anything else in from home (eg 
pencil cases, toys etc). You will be given a pencil 
case, pencils and other equipment rather than 
sharing pens and pencils with others. 

If you are not having a school lunch then remember 
to bring a healthy packed lunch from home. 

Please do not bring bikes, scooters or skateboards to 
school at the moment as we can’t store them easily. 



Are there any other changes? 

There will be more cleaning during the day 
There will be a cleaner in school during the day who will clean the 
toilets and washbasins as well as tables and door handles.  School adults 
will also clean during the day, for example the banisters after Year 6 
have gone upstairs. 

You will need to wash your hands regularly 
You will be expected to wash your hands regularly during the day.  
Everyone will wash their hands at the start of the day and before and 
after each break.  You will need to wash your hands after handling 
equipment for example, handing out books. 

Assemblies will happen remotely in classrooms 
We are not able to have assemblies in the hall as we need to keep 
classes separate.  Instead, these will be recorded and played in the 
classrooms. 

Communication? 
In the first newsletter of term I will set out our communication strategy 
for the coming term.  In the meantime, please continue to use 
office@ivydale.southwark.sch.uk from where your email will be 

Don’t worry if you don’t remember everything. 
We will explain it all to the children at the start of term. 

What happens at lunchtime and break time? 
There are a number of changes to minimise the mixing of children from 
different classes; to maximise the amount of playground space for each 
class and to allow for hand washing and cleaning time:- 
• Year 4 will have different break and lunchtimes to Year 5 and 6. 
• Children will only be able to play and eat with children from their own 

class. 
• Each class will have allocated tables to sit at for lunch. 
• The playground is zoned.  Each class will be allocated a zone for the 

week and will rotate around all zones on a weekly basis. 
• Corridors, staircases, the atrium and the hall are marked out to 

minimise mixing.
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