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Ivydale Parent and Pupil Surveys 2017 
 
Thank you to all who took part in the annual parent and carers’ survey (and also to everyone who 
completed the online Ofsted survey). The governors and senior leaders review all the information 
from the survey and it is genuinely useful in informing planning and helping make the school an 
even better place.  
 
We would also encourage parents to come along to the parent forum sessions.  The forum is an 
excellent way for parents and carers to learn more about the school and to share their thoughts.  
Indeed, after a parent forum session this year some parents suggested that we also share the 
headlines from the pupil survey – which we will do from now on.     
 
The data from the survey includes both scores and comments (the actual scores are available to 
view on our website).  In summary, the views of the parents that took part are:  
 
• 94% feel that their children are happy at Ivydale.  

• 92% think their children are well looked after and 95% consider their children to be safe.    

• 80% would recommend Ivydale to another parent and 781% believe that Ivydale is meeting their 
child’s needs.  

• 82% think children are taught well and 79% feel their children are making good progress. 

• 85% feel that staff expect children to do their best and 84% feel that staff encourage them to 
become mature and independent.  

• 74% of parents think that Ivydale is led and managed well.  

• 87% believe that pupils behave well at the school.  

• 35% agree that Ivydale deals effectively with bullying, 12% disagree (53% do not know).  

• 80% think that Ivydale communicates effectively with them. 

• 17% feel that they do not know how to help their child at home and 31% feel that they are not kept 
informed about their child’s progress.  The school focused on these areas last year.  The number 
agreeing that they know how to help their child at home have increased, but there is still work to 
do in informing parents about their child’s progress.  

• 56% feel that Ivydale takes account of their views, 18% feel that Ivydale does not respond well to 
concerns.  

• 68% feel that their children are given appropriate homework for their age. 

• 52% believe that governors play an effective part in governing Ivydale, 4% do not and 44% of all 
parents did not know. 

Overall the picture from parents was very positive, and slightly more positive than last year’s 
survey. The survey form also enabled parents to give specific comments, if they wished.  As 
with last year survey there are many common themes amongst the positive comments, notably 
the community feel of the school; the creativity of the curriculum; the friendly and inclusive 
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Dear families,  

Christmas has finally arrived at 
Ivydale with us reaching the busiest 
two weeks of the term.  The 
decorations are up and rehearsals 
are in full swing for our various 
performances.  Both children and 
adults are working hard.  We are 
always so grateful for the support 
that you give at this time - through 
attending an event, helping with a 
visit, donating items and money, 
sorting costumes … the list is 
endless and it really embodies our 
value of generosity.  Please do take 
the time to read this newsletter 
taking note of the dates and times of 
events.  We look forward to 
celebrating with you, starting after 
school today with the ILOF 
Christmas event. 

With many thanks for your 
continued support. 
Helen Ingham, Headteacher  Please make the 

roads around our 
buildings healthier 
and safer for our 
children by 
switching off your 

car engines.  Thank you. 

Thank you to all three candidates 
for standing in our recent 

election.  Congratulations to Carol 
Frasier for being elected. 

COMING TO IVYDALE NURSERY 
IN SEPTEMBER 2020 …

AS WELL AS 15 HOUR PLACES  
INTERESTED?  MORE DETAILS 

IN THE NEW YEAR

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START IN 
RECEPTION CLASS IN SEPTEMBER 
2020?  DON’T FORGET TO APPLY BY 

15TH JANUARY 2020 
www.southwark.gov.uk/school-

admissions

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/school-admissions
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/school-admissions
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/school-admissions
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/school-admissions


ANOTHER GOODBYE 
Year 6 teacher Naomi Watson will be leaving 
us at the end of term because she is 
relocating out of London.  We want to thank 
Naomi for being such a great member of the 
Ivydale team and wish her well. 

PARENT GOVERNOR 
ELECTION 

Congratulations to Miriam Facey 
who was elected to our governing 
body. 

Christmas Tree Offer
Buy your Christmas tree from The Nunhead 

Gardener, and a fantastic 5% of the  
purchase price will be donated to Ivydale School. 

Present this token when you buy and kickstart your season of goodwill.
The Nunhead Gardener, 1A Oakdale Road, SE15 3BW
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MUSICAL CHRISTMAS 
I am sure you will all agree how wonderful 
the musical performances have been at 
Bellwood this week.  It is not an easy task to 
produce performances that involve between 
100 and 180 children but our staff have 
achieved that four times in two days!  Next 
week will see two performances by our KS2 
children - all 280 of them!  In between these 
large events, there has been a violin concert, 
our choir have sung at a local care home, at 
the ILOF Christmas and at the Festival Hall 
w i t h a p i a n o c o n c e r t a n d a n o t h e r 
performance at the council offices scheduled 
for next week.  The standard of performance 
has been incredibly high.  A huge thanks for 
her hard work must go to our fabulous new 
music leader, Helen Raggatt - it has been a 
truly musical Christmas. 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
Are you having a clear out before Christmas?  
Then we would love some soft toys, dressing 
up clothes and small world toys such as 
dinosaurs, animals and vehicles.  The 
children are also really enjoying playing with 
large cardboard boxes  (big enough to sit in!) 
so please bring those along too. 

ILOF CHRISTMAS 
O u r c e l e b r a t i o n s b e ga n l a s t 
Thursday with our community 
event after school.  Mulled wine, 
mince pies and Father Christmas 
all helped to make the evening go 
with a swing.  Many thanks to the 
ILOF team for ensuring everyone 
had a fun time while raising money. 

CHRISTMAS IS HERE - IN SCHOOL AT LEAST

TOMORROW!  WEAR 
YOUR JUMPER AND 

DONATE £1 to CHARITY  

ALSO TOMORROW - 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Following the success of our coffee 
mornings this term we would like to 
know what other inclusion themed 
sessions you would  like next term?  
Please email Ruth Fairclough via the 
office with your ideas. 
SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION 

There are still a number of parents who are 
continuing to stop either in the middle of the 
road or on the zig zags to drop children at 

school.  Both of 
these are 
incredibly 
dangerous and are 
putting children’s 
safety at risk.  If 
you have to drive 
your child to 
school then please 
park safely and 
walk your child to 
the playground. 

Netball victory 
Well done to our netball team, who have 
worked so hard over the last year, for 

winning their match 6-4 
against Heber School.  
With thanks to Claire 
Horseman for her brilliant 
coaching. 

This week you will 
have received 
information about 
becoming a parent 
governor.  Being a 
parent governor is a 
fantastic way to 
become involved in 
the life of the school 

and I urge you to 
consider it.  We are particularly keen to 
encourage nominations from black and 
minority ethnic parents as this is a group 
that is underrepresented on the governing 
body.  The closing date for nominations is 
Wednesday 14th November. 

Inclusion Coffee Mornings 
We will be holding an inclusion-themed 

coffee morning every half-term. These are a 
safe space for parents and carers to find out information, share ideas and support. 

Friday 30th November 2018: Education Health Care Plans 

Everything you need to know about the assessment and application process. 

news

WANT TO BOOK A SPACE FOR 
A REGULAR ACTIVITY 
OR A ONE OFF OCCASION? 
http://school-space.org/school/
ivydale-primary-school/ 

Outdoor Play & Learning 
Did you know that through imaginative 
play, children become more creative and 
are better at problem solving?  Our 
storage shelter is almost finished which 
means that we will have space for more 
exciting items in the playground to 
encourage children’s play. 

School 
Funding 

Crisis

Come and hear from school leadership 

and governors how funding cuts are 

hitting your child’s education

Tuesday 13th November at 7pm 
Inverton Building

We need to work together 
!

Please come and support your 
school and your children

Ivydale Parent Forum

PHASE 1 
NEWS 

Last week, as I 
listened to 
teachers giving 
out certificates, 
I was struck by 
how many 

certificates were for positive behaviours. So 
many children in Phase 1 have been kind, 
polite and helpful members of their class. 
These behaviours have such a positive 
impact on their classmates, their 
teachers and to everyone's learning. I 
would especially like to say well done to 
Elliot (India) for having the courage to 
stand up in front of the whole phase and 
perform his own Roman rap to us all. Over 
the last few weeks we have all learnt more 
about the Romans, more about how to make 
learning fun....and I'm left wondering how 
long it will be before an Ivydale child 
appears on Horrible Histories. 

Helen Easton, Assistant Headteacher 

PHASE 2 NEWS 
Recently Year 6 were visited by Rev. 
Jonathan Mortimer from All Saints Church 
in Peckham who talked about leadership in 
religion and politics. Year Five attended the 
annual Chess Classic at Olympia this week. 
Having taken many Year Five classes 
myself, I know that this really motivates 
them to improve their chess playing!   Well 
done to all the medal winners and to the 
whole year group for coming third overall - 
a brilliant performance after only 9 lessons. 
Finally please make sure your child/ren 
have a nice warm coat and gloves, hat or 
scarf to keep them warm in the playground, 
or when they attend our ILOF Christmas 
event after school today. I hope to see you 
all there, I'll be one of the Elves.... 

Vicki Reeves, Assistant Headteacher 

EYFS NEWS 
Reception had a lovely time at the zoo this 
week, they spent time learning about the 
animals in the zoo then heard about 
the animals from the nativity story from the 
shepherds and wise men. The visit was 
topped off 
with a 
meeting 
with Father 
Christmas 
and they all 
received a 
little gift.  
Both 
Nursery 
and 
Reception 
have spent the last few weeks learning lots of 
songs and actions to show to you at our 
Christmas singalongs. They are very excited 
to share this learning with you. Please 
remember to send in red or green clothes by 
Friday 6th December.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Jan Harpley, Assistant Headteacher 

Coffee Morning  

Wednesday 11th December 
9am at Inverton 

Getting into school: Is your child 
finding it difficult to come into 
school and/or to separate from 

you in the morning? 

Sarah Cowdrey, our resident 
psychotherapist, and Mark Thrush,  
a parenting expert will be offering 
explanations and advice on how best to 
support your child. We will also be 
discussing the school's new approach for 
supporting children who are finding 
coming into school challenging. 



We want your 
Christmas jumpers!

 
 
 
 
 

 

This year our parties will be on the 
last day allowing us to celebrate the 
end of term together.  The parties will 
be instead of toy day and will end with 
lunch.  We always have so much food 
left over, much of which goes to waste 
and therefore we will not be asking for 
donations of party food this year. 

TODAY! 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 

We are looking forward to seeing you 
all over the next two weeks at our 
various performances.  Don’t forget to 
bring your ticket along to gain entry.  
We will be having a ‘bucket collection’ 
at the end of each performance to 
raise money towards funding our 
music provision so please do bring 
along some loose change. 

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

Wear a jumper … a badge …  

a piece of tinsel   

Donate £1

CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH - 

FRIDAY 13th 
DECEMBER 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - AUTUMN TERM 2019 
•Friday 6th Dec - Year 1 & 2 Road Safety theatre show 
•Friday 6th Dec - Year 5 UCL environment workshop 
•Tuesday 10th Dec - Latvia & Mongolia to the Imperial War Museum 
•Tuesday 10th Dec - Violin concert at Bellwood at 3.30pm 
•Wednesday 11th Dec - Inclusion Coffee Morning at 9am (Inverton) 
•Wednesday 11th Dec - EYFS Christmas singalong at 9.30am, Yrs1&2 Nativity at 2pm 
•Thursday 12th Dec - Yrs1&2 Nativity at 9.30am, EYFS Christmas singalong at 2pm 
•Friday 13th Dec - Christmas lunch and jumper day 
•Tuesday 17th Dec - Bellwood & Inverton choirs to Queen Elizabeth Hall 
•Tuesday 17th Dec - Piano concert at 3.30pm 
•Wednesday 18th Dec - Yrs3-6 Christmas Concert at 9.30am and 2pm 
•Thursday 19th Dec - Christmas Party morning and last day of term, Bellwood finish at 

2pm, Inverton at 2.10pm 
•Tuesday 7th January - First day of Spring Term 
•Thursday 9th January - Prospective Parents Open Morning 10-12 

DURING DECEMBER OUR THE VALUE IS GENEROSITY 

CAN YOU GIVE JUST ONE ITEM TO THE FOODBANK? 

 
Hosted by Pecan, a registered Charity in England & Wales (801819)  

 

southwark.foodbank.org.uk 
 

Please note, we are open until the 23rd December 2019  
CLOSED 24th December - 2nd January 2020  

Delivery of donations:  Monday – Thursday 10am - 12pm until 23rd December 2019 
Address: 121A Peckham High Street, SE15 5SE 

Email address: foodbank.suppork@pecan.org.uk | Telephone Number: 020 7732 0007 

Tinned Meat 
 

Tote bags 
 
 

Mince Pies 
 

Custard 
 

New children’s 
books (2-16yrs) 

 
Christmas pudding 

 
Christmas Cake 

 

Chocolates & treats 
 Snacks & Nibbles 

 

Pasta Sauce 
 
 

Jam 
 

Rice Pudding 
 

Shower Gel 
 

Deodorant 
 

Toothpaste 
 

Toothbrushes 
 

Coffee 
 

Tinned Fruit 
 

Milk  
(UHT/Long Life) 

 

Tinned Tomatoes 
 

Rice 
 

Fruit Juice 
(UHT/Long Life) 

 

Shampoo 
 

Washing detergent 
tablets 

 



 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2019/2020 
 

 
Autumn Term 2019  
Inset day:  Monday 2nd September, Tuesday 3rd September 
Term starts:  Wednesday 4th September – Friday 18th October 
Half term:  Monday 21st October – Friday 25th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 28th October – Thursday 19th December 
 
Spring Term 2020  
Inset day:  Monday 6th January 2019 
Term starts:  Tuesday 7th January – Friday 14th February  
Half term:  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February  
Term Starts:  Monday 24th February – Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May 
Half term:  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Term starts: Monday 1st June – Tuesday 21st July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Wednesday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

10th April Friday Good Friday 
13th April Monday Easter Monday 
8th May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
25th May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
30th August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2020/2021 
 

 
Autumn Term 2020  
Inset day:  Tuesday 1st September, Wednesday 2nd September 
Term starts: Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 
Half term:  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 
 
Spring Term 2021  
Inset day:  Tuesday 5th January 
Term starts:  Wednesday 6th January – Friday 12th February  
Half term:  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February  
Term Starts:  Monday 22nd February – Wednesday 31st March 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 19th April – Friday 28th May 
Half term:  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 
Term starts: Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Friday 
Saturday 
Friday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

2nd April Friday Good Friday 
5th April Monday Easter Monday 
3rd May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
31st May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
31st August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

2019-20      2020-21


