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Ivydale Parent and Pupil Surveys 2017 
 
Thank you to all who took part in the annual parent and carers’ survey (and also to everyone who 
completed the online Ofsted survey). The governors and senior leaders review all the information 
from the survey and it is genuinely useful in informing planning and helping make the school an 
even better place.  
 
We would also encourage parents to come along to the parent forum sessions.  The forum is an 
excellent way for parents and carers to learn more about the school and to share their thoughts.  
Indeed, after a parent forum session this year some parents suggested that we also share the 
headlines from the pupil survey – which we will do from now on.     
 
The data from the survey includes both scores and comments (the actual scores are available to 
view on our website).  In summary, the views of the parents that took part are:  
 
• 94% feel that their children are happy at Ivydale.  

• 92% think their children are well looked after and 95% consider their children to be safe.    

• 80% would recommend Ivydale to another parent and 781% believe that Ivydale is meeting their 
child’s needs.  

• 82% think children are taught well and 79% feel their children are making good progress. 

• 85% feel that staff expect children to do their best and 84% feel that staff encourage them to 
become mature and independent.  

• 74% of parents think that Ivydale is led and managed well.  

• 87% believe that pupils behave well at the school.  

• 35% agree that Ivydale deals effectively with bullying, 12% disagree (53% do not know).  

• 80% think that Ivydale communicates effectively with them. 

• 17% feel that they do not know how to help their child at home and 31% feel that they are not kept 
informed about their child’s progress.  The school focused on these areas last year.  The number 
agreeing that they know how to help their child at home have increased, but there is still work to 
do in informing parents about their child’s progress.  

• 56% feel that Ivydale takes account of their views, 18% feel that Ivydale does not respond well to 
concerns.  

• 68% feel that their children are given appropriate homework for their age. 

• 52% believe that governors play an effective part in governing Ivydale, 4% do not and 44% of all 
parents did not know. 

Overall the picture from parents was very positive, and slightly more positive than last year’s 
survey. The survey form also enabled parents to give specific comments, if they wished.  As 
with last year survey there are many common themes amongst the positive comments, notably 
the community feel of the school; the creativity of the curriculum; the friendly and inclusive 
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Dear families,  

There is barely a day goes by without climate change being in 
the news.  Through our assemblies this week we have focused 
on our responsibility for the planet by thinking about the 
small changes we can all make in our lives that will make a 
big difference both in school and at home.  The children have 
all made a pledge to make one small change and these pledges 
will be displayed in both buildings.   
Climate change will be an ongoing 
theme throughout the year using 

activities and resources that are age appropriate. 

Alongside our local councillors, we have approached the 
local authority to look at the feasibility of a ‘school streets’ 
scheme for Ivydale.  You can read more about what that 
means here:- https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-
involved/campaign-with-us/safer-routes-to-school  

And of course, don’t forget Car Free Sunday this weekend.  
There are lots of activities being hosted across London 
with many streets being closed to traffic including locally. 

With many thanks for your continued support. 
Helen Ingham, Headteacher  

@IvydaleHT

PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

Following the success of the different 
activities we held in the summer term 
we are going to continue with these 
for the coming year.  Each term your 
child’s class will host an activity to 
which you will be invited.  Over the 
year there will be a learning 
workshop, an exhibition and an 
assembly for each class.  This term’s 
activities are listed in the diary dates.  
We look forward to seeing you there.

This week we 
carried out fire 
alarm practices 
i n b o t h 
buildings.  We do 
these to make 

sure that all children and adults know 
what to do to stay safe should there be a 
real fire.  We were really impressed with 
how quickly and silently everyone 
evacuated.  This time everyone knew there 
was going to be a practice however future 
practices will be unannounced and will 
happen on different days and at different 
times.

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

Dear families,  

Thank you to all those who 
attended the recent Parent Information 
Session.  We had very lively and 
productive discussions about the new 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 

legislation as well as about School Uniform. 
With the feedback we received at the meeting we 
are in the process of updating our RSE policy.  
Some parents asked for recommendations of age 
appropriate books they could use with their 
children at home to support discussions on this 
topic and I have attached a list to this newsletter.  
It was great to hear the breadth of opinion on the 
subject of school uniform and there was healthy 
debate between parents on the subject which was 
really helpful in terms of our decision making.  I 
also feel there was greater understanding 
amongst those who attended about the reasons for 
simplifying our uniform.  Having now consulted 
with both parents and children, the decisions 
about what our simplified uniform will consist of 
lies with the school.  I am currently writing a FAQ 
document to share with you all based on the 
questions parents have asked about uniform and 
this will be attached to the next newsletter. I will 
continue to keep you informed of our decision 
making process through these newsletters. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Helen Ingham 
Headteacher  
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MANAGING COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) 

We are operating as normal and there is no need to keep your child away from 
school unless directed by NHS111.  We are encouraging the children to 
wash their hands thoroughly.  We are receiving regular updates from the 
department for education and Public Health England and we will be 
directed by them should anything change.    Until then it is very much 
business as usual.  I will continue to keep you up to date with any 
change of status.  

Years 1-6 
joined forces yesterday to sing 
“There’s a power in the music” 
along with thousands of other 
children around the country. 
You can hear an excerpt of 
their fantastic performance on 
twitter.  

INSET DAY 
Our final inset day of 

the year will be on 
Friday 19th June - 
school will not be 
open on this day.



EYFS NEWS 
Reception children gained huge enjoyment 
taking part in the Southwark Cycle 
Confident:  Bikeability Balance Training. The 
resources involved fun games carried out on 
balance bikes to develop handling and 
awareness. The children really demonstrated 
our school value of positivity, by persevering 
and showing determination to gain new skills. 

They have also enjoyed learning about Dinosaurs. This week 
they will be learning about how to reduce-reuse-recycle 
inspired by the book 'Dinosaurs and all the Rubbish’.  Nursery 
have loved visiting the farm this week, feeding the goats and 
sheep. The children were excited to meet the new piglet at 
Mudchute. Back at school the nursery children have been 
exploring their engineering skills by making bridges and 
testing out materials as part of the learning of 'The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff’.  Jan Harpley, Assistant Head 

PHASE 1 NEWS 
Phase One is a hive of scientists, historians and geographers at the moment. The Year 1s 
have been planting bean seeds in preparation for Spring, as well as exploring different toys 
and games both in and outside the classroom. I have just seen Vietnam Class venture into 
the playground armed with marbles and chalk and some very big smiles. Year 2 have been 
investigating what would happen to the food in Mr Twit's beard or to the Twits' teeth if they 
were never cleaned, learning about bacteria and hygiene in the process. Some of our Year 3 
children read out their brilliant writing in assembly about The Old Man of Ling Po, giving us 
a glimpse of what they are discovering as they delve into the history of Ancient China. It's 
always nice to see some of the cross-curricular learning taking place in school. Ask your 
children all about it and see what they can teach you!. Helen Easton, Assistant Head 

PHASE 2 NEWS 

As part of their work on their big question 'Should the Benin 
Bronzes be repatriated back to Nigeria?’, Year Four have 
created their own Benin masks using clay. There has been lots 
of debate throughout this topic about what museums in 
particular should do with the artefacts they have collected 
over time. Perhaps this would be a good opportunity to 

continue the debate at home! In 
Year Five Mongolia have been trialling a health and 
wellbeing initiative called 'The Daily Mile'. This involves 
walking, jogging or running the equivalent of a mile per day 
in the playground and it has been so successful we are 
hoping to roll  this out  throughout the school in the coming 
months. On the theme of health and wellbeing, Year Six have 
been also been taking part in yoga sessions on a weekly basis 
and are really enjoying taking part. Vicki Reeves, Assistant 
Head



SPRING TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
•Friday 13th March - Year 6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

(SPaG) parent workshop at 9.15 
•Friday 13th March -  Year 1 Toy workshop with parents at 9am 
•Monday 16th March (all week) - Year 1 cycle training 
•Tuesday 17th March - Reception to the National Gallery 
•Thursday 19th March - Kenya class assembly at 9.15 
•Friday 20th March - ILOF Quiz Night - tickets on sale now! 
•Monday 23rd March (all week) - Reception cycle training 
•Wednesday 25th March - Year 3 Shang Dynasty Exhibition for parents at 2.30pm 
•Thursday 26th March - Year 1 to the Museum of Childhood 
•Thursday 26th March - Japan class assembly at 9.15 
•Thursday 26th March - Year 3 on music trip 
•Monday 30th March - Take One Picture week 
•Monday 30th March - China to London Zoo 
•Tuesday 31st March - Denmark to London Zoo 
•Wednesday 1st April - Egypt to London Zoo 
•Thursday 2nd April - Denmark and Egypt assembly at 9.15 
•Friday 3rd April - LAST DAY OF TERM - Bellwood finish at 2pm, Inverton finish at 

2.10pm 
•Monday 6th April - Friday 17th April - EASTER HOLIDAY 
•Monday 6th April - Thursday 9th April - Easter Playscheme 
•Monday 20th April - FIRST DAY OF SUMMER TERM 
•Friday 8th May - May day holiday - school is closed 
•Monday 11th-Thursday 14th May - Year 6 SATS week 

EASTER PLAYSCHEME 
MONDAY 6th APRIL - THURSDAY 

9th APRIL (sign up week beg 
Monday 9th March)  

SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 
MONDAY 27th JULY - FRIDAY 14th 
AUGUST (sign up week beg Monday 

29th June)



BOOKS ABOUT PUBERTY, RELATIONSHIPS AND 
SEX EDUCATION 

Following our Parent Information session on Relationships and Sex Education at 
Ivydale, some parents asked for book recommendations on the subject. These are 
books we have used or that have been recommended to us. Do let us know if you 
have any other recommendations. 



 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2019/2020 
 

 
Autumn Term 2019  
Inset day:  Monday 2nd September, Tuesday 3rd September 
Term starts:  Wednesday 4th September – Friday 18th October 
Half term:  Monday 21st October – Friday 25th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 28th October – Thursday 19th December 
 
Spring Term 2020  
Inset day:  Monday 6th January 2019 
Term starts:  Tuesday 7th January – Friday 14th February  
Half term:  Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February  
Term Starts:  Monday 24th February – Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May 
Half term:  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Term starts: Monday 1st June – Tuesday 21st July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Wednesday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

10th April Friday Good Friday 
13th April Monday Easter Monday 
8th May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
25th May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
30th August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

 

Ivydale Primary School & Children’s Centre Term and Holiday Dates 2020/2021 
 

 
Autumn Term 2020  
Inset day:  Tuesday 1st September, Wednesday 2nd September 
Term starts: Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 
Half term:  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
Term Starts:  Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 
 
Spring Term 2021  
Inset day:  Tuesday 5th January 
Term starts:  Wednesday 6th January – Friday 12th February  
Half term:  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February  
Term Starts:  Monday 22nd February – Wednesday 31st March 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Term starts: Monday 19th April – Friday 28th May 
Half term:  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 
Term starts: Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July 
 

 
 
Public Holidays 
25th December 
26th December 
1st January 

Friday 
Saturday 
Friday 

Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
New Year’s Day Holiday 

2nd April Friday Good Friday 
5th April Monday Easter Monday 
3rd May Monday Early May Bank holiday 
31st May Monday Spring Bank holiday 
31st August Monday Summer Bank holiday 
    

2019-20      2020-21

Friday

1


